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3.3 Adding and Subtracting Decimals 
 

Use 3 simple steps to always get Decimal Computation Correct! 

Line up the Decimal Points 

28.56 – 3.894 = 

2 8 . 5 6  
0 3 . 8 9 4  

Add Zero’s! 

28.56 – 3.894 = 

2 8 . 5 6 0  
0 3 . 8 9 4  

Compute! 

28.56 – 3.894 = 24.666 

2 8 . 5 6 0  
0 3 . 8 9 4  
2 4 . 6 6 6  

Put it all together and you will be a success! 
Line up the Decimal Points 

41.28 – 1.6 = 

_ _ . _ _  

0 _ . _  

Add Zero’s! 

41.28 – 1.6 = 

4 1 . 2 8  

_ 1 . 6 _  

Compute! 

41.28 – 1.6 = 

4 1 . 2 8  

0 1 . 6 0

_ _ . _ _  

Use the steps above to Add or Subtract the following.  
 

___________1) 10.2 - 9.28 = 
Line up the Decimal Points 
10.2 - 9.28 = 

Add Zero’s! 
 

Compute! 
 

1 0 . 2 0  

0 9 . 2 8  
 
 

___________2) 925.6 + 82.87 = 
Line up the Decimal Points 
10.2 - 9.28 = 
 

Add Zero’s! 
 

Compute! 
 
 
 
 

___________3) 12 - 0.64 =  
Line up the Decimal Points 
10.2 - 9.28 = 
 

Add Zero’s! 
 

Compute! 
 
 
 
 

___________4) 271.2 + 43 = 
Line up the Decimal Points 
10.2 - 9.28 = 
 

Add Zero’s! 
 

Compute! 
 
 
 
 

 


